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It is almost the end of the 2019 academic school year. We 
have had a number of significant events through term 4 
including our year 12 Graduation and Awards night where 
our year 12 students’ achievements were acknowledged.  
As the Principal of Aberfoyle Park High School I am very 
proud of our students.   When giving the Principal’s address 
at the Graduation event I focussed on the importance of 
hope.  It is important for us to develop our hope muscles as 
in the words of Jonas Salk .. Hope lies in dreams in 
imagination, and in the courage of those who dare to 
make dreams into reality.. and my final words were that 
….I hope you all grow your wings.  Remember you cannot 
swim towards new horizons unless you have hope and 
courage to lose sight of the shore. 

One of the characteristics of the end of the school year is 
that students and families leave our school and its 
community.  I hope that those students who are leaving 
have the courage to pursue their dreams and aspirations 
and our staff wish them all the best as they move to the 
next part of their life journey. 

We are also farewelling a number of our staff who are 
either moving to other schools, retirement or awaiting an 
appointment for 2020. 

The following staff are retiring or not returning to Aberfoyle 
Park High School in 2020: 

 Claire Forsyth  ▪     Carolyn Vowels 
 Richard Garrett  ▪     Peter Webb 
 Julie Phillipson    ▪     John Westphalen 
 Diana Stevens 

 

I would like to acknowledge the significant number of years 
these staff contributed to Aberfoyle Park High School and 
public education wishing them all the best for the next 
chapter of their lives. 

Other staff we are farewelling and thank for their work 
include: Julia Antilla, Samara Churchett, Anna Cocks, 
Bridie Connell, Jo Coombes, Vanessa Crane, Rachelle 
DeFazio, Donna Ferguson, Katie Freeman, Laura Harlow, 
Thirza Hayward, Nic Hurcombe, Ben Johnston, Adrienne 
Kajewski, Kim Kirchner, Rachael Kuhl, Hannah Lamb, Rachel 
Millington, Shane Peterer, Peter Provis, Jonica Robson, Lisa 
Scott, Meenu Sarna, Lachlan Scott, Jessica Searle, Katherine 
Sheppard, Natalia Slight, Aneleise Truman, David Way and 
Brendan Whittenbury  

Julia Antilla, Vanessa Crane, Shane Peterer, Natalia Slight 
and Brendan Whittenbury have won teaching positions in 
other schools. 

To assist with organisation for your children in 2020 the 
following have been approved by the Governing Council. 

Student Free Days 
 Tuesday, 10 March (adjacent to the long weekend) 
 Tuesday, 9 June (adjacent to the long weekend) 
 Monday, 20 July, start of term 3 (school resumes 

Tuesday 21 July) 
 Friday, 4 September 

School Closure Day 
 Monday, 7 September 

  

Respect, Care & Compassion, Honesty 

 
Newsletter 

 
Issue 8, December 2019 
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On a final note, I would like to wish all of our students and their families a safe and relaxing festive season.  To all 
of our students who are leaving the school, the staff and I wish them all the very best in the next stage of their lives.  
To the students who will be returning in 2020 we are looking forward to your return and for us to continue the 
learning journey.  2020 is shaping up to be an exciting year with the redevelopment of the school commencing. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations to Georgia (1st year 
IGNITE) and Scarlett (3rd year IGNITE) who 
are medal winners in the ICAS English. 

Congratulations to Jordan (201) who was selected to represent 
South Australia at the Australian All Schools Athletics 
Championships in the 3000m. The championships took place in 
Perth from 6-8 December. 

Congratulations to Jamie (year 10) who has been selected to be part 
of the Kaurna Boomerangs Ice Hockey team travelling to Canada in 
January 2020.  

Jamie is part of Australia’s first Indigenous Ice Hockey team, 
together with 17 other players from Adelaide. The team has been 
awarded a $60,000 grant to help fund their trip. 

 

AUSTRALIAN FLAG 
On 20 November Senator Alex Antic and local member Steve Murray donated a new Australian flag to the school.  
Freya, one of our 2nd year IGNITE students, accepted the flag on behalf of our school.  I would like to thank 
Steve Murray for arranging this new flag. 
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TERM 4 2019   

Friday 13/12/2019 Term 4 concludes:  2.15pm dismissal 

 

TERM 1 2020   

Wednesday 05/02/2020 Year 8 Acquaintance Night  

Thursday 06/02/2020 Whole School Photos 

Tuesday 11/02/2020 5.30pm Finance Meeting 

Wednesday 12/02/2020 6.30pm Year 12 Acquaintance Night 

Tuesday 18/02/2020 7.00pm Governing Council – AGM + Meeting 

Monday 02/03/2020 5.30pm Fiji Expedition 2021 Information Evening – STEM Centre 

Monday 09/03/2020 Public Holiday 

Tuesday 10/03/2020 Student Free Day 

Tuesday 10/03/2020 5.30pm Finance Meeting 

Friday 13/03/2020 Whole School Sports Day 

Monday  
   to 
Friday 

16/03/2020 
 to 

20/03/2020 
PLP Work Experience 

Tuesday 24/03/2020 Open Night 

Monday 30/03/2020 7.00pm SACE Stage 2 Music, PAC 

Tuesday 31/03/2020 7.00pm Governing Council 

Tuesday 07/04/2020 Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Thursday 09/04/2020 Term 1 concludes:  2.15pm dismissal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
SCHOOL RESUMES 

TUESDAY, 28 JANUARY 2020 



Issue 8 December 2019                                            Aberfoyle Park High School           Page 4 

 

SEMESTER 2 REPORT DISTRIBUTION 
Craig Duguid, Deputy Principal 

As we look towards the end of term 4, we would like to take this opportunity to remind all students and families 
about the end of year arrangements in regards to the distribution and collection of semester 2 Student 
Achievement Summaries (Reports). 

The dates for each year level are summarised below: 

Year 8, 9, 1st and 2nd Year IGNITE Students 

Wednesday 11 December 2019 Reports distributed to students via Care Group teachers at 3:00pm. 

Thursday 12 December 2019 
Uncollected reports available for collection between 9:00am and 
11:20am on the Senior Floor. 

  

Year 10, 11, 3rd and 4th Year IGNITE Students 

Thursday 12 December 2019 
Reports available for collection between 9:00am and 11:20am on the  
Senior Floor. 

 
Please contact the school if you have any queries about the end of year arrangements. 

IPADS AND LAPTOPS AT APHS – BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE REQUIREMENTS 
Craig Duguid, Deputy Principal 
 
Year 8-10 Compulsory iPad / Optional Apple MacBook 
We have had a very successful iPad program at APHS for the last six years. This program continues into 2020 for 
our new year 8’s.  

All year 8 students and new students to the school in years 9 and 10 are expected to have an iPad ready for day 1 
of school 2020. Year 8–10 students may choose to bring an Apple MacBook instead of an iPad as laptops are a 
better option once students move into Senior School. 

iPad Specifications: 
Students will need a model with a minimum of 32GB storage and a 128GB model is recommended. We also 
recommend the newest version of the iPad, however, if your child already has an iPad, minimum 32GB with 
photo/video capability, this will be more than satisfactory. iPad Mini’s are not recommended as they are considered 
to be too small for use at school. We have an excellent Wi-Fi service at APHS and so students will not need a cellular 
enabled iPad.  

Year 8 – 10 Apple MacBook Specifications: 
As an Apple School, we recommend the Apple MacBook Air 13”. We know this is a robust, durable and reliable 
machine.  

Senior School compulsory device 
Continuing in 2020, Senior School students in years 11 and 12 are be required to bring their own laptop to school. 
An iPad can be used right through to year 12 however many students find that a laptop becomes a better option 
once they move into Senior School. Please note; students will have limited access to loan laptops from the Library. 
In addition to these loan machines students can still access two PC rooms and state of the art computers in Art, 
Design Technology and Music. 

Note: if students already have a laptop they do not need to purchase another device, however if you are 
considering buying a new machine we provide the following specifications to ensure that students have a device 
that is suitable for use at school. 
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Senior School Specifications 
As an Apple School, we recommend the Apple MacBook Air 13”. We know this is a robust, durable and reliable 
machine. However, an Apple laptop is not mandatory in the Senior School for 2020.  
The minimum required specification for longevity would be a laptop with: 

 An Intel Core i5 Processor or better 

 8Gb of Ram or more 

 265Gb SSD Hard drive or more 

Please contact our IT team with any queries at helpdesk@aphs.sa.edu.au 

 

2020 SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Craig Duguid, Deputy Principal 

The Aberfoyle Park High School’s Uniform Policy was developed in consultation with the school community and is 
endorsed by the school’s Governing Council. 

The Aberfoyle Park High School uniform is designed to: 

 Be practical and safe in a range of teaching and learning activities 
 Provide some choice in the items that students wear and families choose to buy 
 Ensure our students are easily identified when in the community particularly whilst on excursions 
 Develop a sense of belonging and identity with the school 

 
We are seeking your support of Aberfoyle Park High School’s Uniform Policy and ensuring that your child(ren) are 
wearing school uniform each day. Please refer to the APHS uniform brochure available on our school website which 
outlines all aspects of our school uniform. 

We would particularly like to draw our school community’s attention to the expectations in regards to the following 
items: 

Pants – plain black, no logos. Examples of suitable options, available through our uniform supplier, are shown 
over the page. Denim Jeans, Leggings and track pants are not part of the school uniform and should not be worn. 

Shorts – plain black, no logos, mid-thigh length. 

Shoes – plain black school shoes with fully enclosed top of shoe, closed back, or completely black sneakers with 
black laces. 

Undergarments – No items of clothing should be visible under the school polo shirt or hooded windcheater. 

We are providing this information at the end of the school year so 
that families have time over the school holidays to get their uniform 
organised for the 2020 school year.  

We are also excited about new uniform items that will be available 
through our uniform supplier Devon for the start of the 2020 school 
year.  These new items include a summer dress and a jacket.  

If you would like further clarification on the Aberfoyle Park High 
School uniform policy or to provide any feedback in regards to the 
school uniform, please contact us at the school. 

  

New summer dress and jacket 

mailto:helpdesk@aphs.sa.edu.au?subject=BYO%20Device%20Query
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WELLBEING FOR LEARNING PROGRAM AND CHANGES TO DAILY ORGANISATION FOR 2020 
Craig Duguid, Deputy Principal 

In the last newsletter, we provided information about the Wellbeing for Learning Program Aberfoyle Park High 
School will be introducing in 2020. 

The introduction of the Wellbeing for Learning Program will require changes to the way in which we organise the 
school on a daily basis including school starting at 8.45am each day and finishing at 2.20pm on Tuesday. The 
Governing Council has approved these changes for the start of the 2020 school year. 

The image below shows how the school day will be organised for 2020: 
 

 
 

 

  

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2020 
Fran Charlton, Assistant Principal 

Congratulations to Ajit and Li Ann, School Captains for 2020 and Vice Captains Wellington and Carson. 
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YEAR 11 & 4th YEAR IGNITE ORIENTATION DAY 
Fran Charlton, Assistant Principal Senior School Innovation & 8-12 Career Ed 

On Friday 22 November the Senior School and Wellbeing Teams held an Orientation Day to help students prepare 
for their year 12 in 2020. 

The day was held at the Aberfoyle Park STEM Centre and comprised of four sessions: 

 Study Skills for 2020 
 Visual Study Planning 
 Health + Wellbeing 
 Rube Goldberg Challenge 

Students were presented with strategies for preparing successfully for their year 12 studies and an introduction to 
the Headstart Program which was held in week 7. 

The day concluded with a guest speaker – Emmah Money who has Cystic fibrosis and recently won South Australia’s 
nomination for Hero of the Year for her tireless work in drawing attention to this disease. She imparted her never 
give up attitude to the students, as well as perseverance and resilience strategies. 

Feedback from the students indicated they found the day to be useful and could see themselves using the 
techniques and strategies in 2020. A big thankyou to the Senior School and Wellbeing Teams for their preparation 
and delivery of these sessions in an already busy term.  Well done! 
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YEAR 12 FAREWELL ASSEMBLY 
Brian Stratfold, SACE Coordinator 

Tuesday 29 October heralded the last formal day for year 12 students at Aberfoyle Park High School. The students 
were farewelled by staff and students with a final assembly followed by morning tea at the Happy Valley Football 
Clubrooms. Students were able to dress up for the occasion and there was a large array of costumes. The year 12 
students led the singing of the National Anthem and joined in singing with the year 9 musical performance.   A 
keynote presentation highlighting the activities they were involved in over their five years at Aberfoyle Park High 
School was also enjoyed. The whole school students’ behaviour and involvement was exemplarily. 

We wish them all the best for their future pathways post schooling. 
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YEAR 12 GRADUATION AND SENIOR SCHOOL AWARD NIGHT 
Fran Charlton, Assistant Principal Senior School Innovation & 8-12 Career Ed 

On Wednesday 27 November the Aberfoyle Park High School Year 12 Graduation and Award Night was held at 
the Adelaide Town Hall. 

We would like to thank the following Special Guests for attending:  

 Wendy Looi-Penhall, Chairperson, Aberfoyle Park High School Governing Council 
 Other Governing Council members in Attendance 
 Mr Steve Murray, MP, State Member for Davenport 
 Ms Nat Cook, MP, State Member for Hurtle Vale and Shadow Minister of Human Services 
 Mr Robert Farrugia, President of Flagstaff Hill Rotary Club 
 Ms Pamela Rajkowski OAM, Convenor, OAA Student Citizen Awards, SA for their support of this event. 

It was lovely to be able to farewell our graduating students before they embark on their future pathway.  We 
congratulate the following students on their achievements. 

Subject awards are presented to the student with the highest grade within the Stage 2 Subject. 

SUBJECT AWARD RECIPIENT 

Child Studies Tayla Stagg 

Communication Products - Photography Ivy Balmer 

Community Studies  Toby Jaffer 

Dance Elizabeth Maher 

Drama James Goodliffe 

English Annalise Timms 

Essential English Hayley Bryant 

Essential Mathematics Blue Pearse 

Food and Hospitality Rebekah Sarre 

General Mathematics Kurt Maiden 

Health Aleesha Mead 

Integrated Learning  Claudia Valiente 

Material Products I-Furniture Brodie Peterson 

Material Products II-Metalwork Dillon Smith 

Modified Nutrition Molly King 

Music Explorations Ella Mae Redington 

Music Performance Solo Tahlia West 

Physical Education Nicola Freeman 

Physics James Ta 

Research Project Khevalin Parekh 

Spanish (continuers) Jayden Oakes 

Specialist Mathematics Fraser Odell 

Tourism Casey Harrison 

Visual Arts Jordan Lock 

Workplace Practices Laura Rasheed 

Ancient Studies Daniel Penberthy 
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Music Performance Ensemble Daniel Penberthy 

Biology Li Ann Ching 

Chemistry Li Ann Ching 

Digital Technologies Brandon Lane 

Mathematical Methods Brandon Lane 

English Literary Studies Isabelle Simkin 

Legal Studies Isabelle Simkin 

Psychology Isabelle Simkin 

Extension Studies Madeleine West 

School Based Apprentice/Trainee Bailey McCarthy 

Vocational Education and Training Rhys Brough-Smyth 
 

SPECIAL AWARDS 

SPORTS AWARD- LAURA WORDEN 
The student who won this award represented Aberfoyle Park High 
School in coaching and supporting the year 8, 9 and 10 netball 
teams The student coached, but also help to organise training 
sessions. 

ELITE SPORTS AWARD- EVA JANE 
Eva excelled in her chosen sport of Icompete Natural, she won the 
State Championship for best Fitness and Sports Model and then 
went on to represent Australia in the championships.  

SCHOOL SERVICE AWARD- IVY BALMER 
This award recognised Ivy’s leadership, teamwork and community 
service. Ivy was consistently involved in student leadership and in 
student groups throughout her high school career. She 
spearheaded a number of campaigns to improve student wellbeing 
and morale across the school, and worked hard to ensure students 
felt like their voices were heard. 

CONTRIBUTION TO LEADERSHIP AWARD- REBEKAH SARRE AND SAMUEL HERDEN   
This award is donated and sponsored by Steve Murray MP, State 
Member for Davenport. The award is presented for student’s 
contribution to service to school as School Captains for 2019. 
Involvement from these students included attendance at Governing 
Council meetings, Open Nights, Government House function and 
many other school functions held throughout the year.  

ADF LONG TAN AWARD YEAR 10- ZOE BENNETT AND YEAR 12- REBEKAH SARRE 
These awards recognised students who demonstrated the highest 
level of leadership and teamwork within both the school and broader 
community and display strong values, such as doing one’s best, 
respect for others, mateship which are integral to Australian Society. 
The students receiving these awards demonstrated the highest level 
of leadership and uphold the values of respect, care and compassion 
and honesty. In addition to this they have excelled in their leadership 
roles at Aberfoyle Park High School this year. 
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BEN MITCHELL AWARD- KALEISHA CONDELLO 
Presented in memory of former Aberfoyle Park High School student, Ben Mitchell, whose life, unfortunately, was 
tragically cut short in 2002. Ben was a talented West Adelaide footballer who had the potential to play at AFL level, 
and he was also a dedicated, hardworking, caring and compassionate young man.  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARD- XANDRA GLARE CARINO 
This award acknowledges the international student who has been part of the APHS community and demonstrated 
consistent effort in studies and school activities. XG has been a beacon of positivity this year, demonstrating our 
school values of Respect, Care & Compassion and Honesty. This year has seen XG take on the role of leader within 
the Photography Club. Through her hard work and determination, we have seen the Photography Club grow in 
numbers and involve students all the way from year 8-year 12. She has been a key player in creating a safe, 
encouraging environment where students have developed their creativity and photography skills. XG has organised 
outstanding support for APHS school events, capturing our most exciting moments but has also connected the 
school with local community groups such as the Onkaparinga Library and The Salvos.  We would like to thank XG 
for her service to our school community and wish her all the best for the future. 

VICKI RYAN AWARD OF COURAGE- TARA JOHNSON  
This award is presented in honour of Vicki Ryan, who sadly passed away from Cancer whilst a student at Aberfoyle 
Park High School.  It acknowledges and recognises outstanding levels of commitment, courage and perseverance. 
The student receiving this award has much to be proud of, her persistence in her studies, continuously seeks 
support and clarification from all her teachers and has shown a genuine desire to succeed and work towards her 
post school goals. 

ZONTA CLUB OF NOARLUNGA SOUTHERN VALES AWARD FOR RESILIENCE 
AND RESOURCEFULNESS- NICOLA FREEMAN  
This award is made possible through the generosity of ZONTA, 
a global service organisation which seeks to enrich community 
life and enhance the personal and professional skills of women 
worldwide. The student receiving this award is always pleasant 
and determined. She is hard working, conscientious and 
dedicated, perseveres in her work at school and is a positive 
person amongst her peers. She is a keen netballer who has 
represented the school in this sport and also balanced part time 
work with her studies this year and has so far achieved excellent 
grades. 

DEMONSTRATING HIGH LEVELS OF SCHOOL VALUES- JAMES TA 
Nat Cook, State member for Hurtle has donated and sponsored 
this award for demonstrating high levels of school values, the 
recipient of this award always attends to school matters 
promptly throughout his 5 years at APHS, he balances his academic studies while demonstrating our school values 
of Respect, Care and compassion and honest towards his peers as well as staff. 

ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION – SA STUDENT CITIZENSHIP AWARD- 
REBEKAH SARRE 
This award is presented to a student who has demonstrated 
leadership, high levels of organisation and communication and has 
made a significant contribution to the community. This student has 
volunteered at many school functions including the Breakfast Club, 
while maintain her many community roles outside of school. Her 
persistence and resilience, has meant she has also been able to 
maintain good grades throughout this year. 

  

SA Student Citizenship Award - Rebekah 
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CALTEX ALL ROUNDER AWARD-MAX CLIFTON 
This award recognises a student who has shown excellence across all areas of school life including studies, sport, 
community service, conduct and leadership. The student receiving this award has displayed excellent conduct and 
leadership skills. He is able to maintain good grades at school, while juggling his sporting career which involves 
playing football for South Adelaide’s U18 SANFL team. Most weeks this student is mentioned in the best players. 
This student always shows respect for his peers and staff, demonstrates good manners and is highly respected 
amongst other students. 

ROTARY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN MATHEMATICS- FRASER ODELL 
The Rotary Award for Mathematics is presented to a student 
continuing the study of Mathematics at a tertiary level. This 
award is donated by Mr and Mrs Clinch from the Flagstaff Hill 
Rotary Club. This year’s recipient has selected to study a 
Bachelor of Space Science and Astrophysics at Adelaide 
University as his first preference. 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD- ISABELLE SIMKIN 
The Principal’s Award is presented each year for Best 
Endeavour in a final year. It acknowledges the student who has 
demonstrated a strong commitment and application to their 
academic studies, and who has also made a contribution to the 
school through involvement in support of her peers through a 
sometimes difficult and stressful year. The student receiving 
this award certainly meets the criteria of this award by being a 
high achiever in her Stage 2 subjects, and modelling our school 
values of Respect, Care, Compassion and Honesty. 

DUX OF THE SCHOOL AWARD 2018- MIA WITHERS  
Mia completed her SACE at Aberfoyle Park in 2018 studying 
Extension Studies at Flinders University and achieving High 
Distinctions for these subjects. She also achieved A grades at Stage 
2 for English Literary Studies, Psychology, General Mathematics and 
Biology achieving an ATAR of 99.25. She is now studying an 
advanced course in Health and Medical Science at Adelaide 
University. She also received a University of Adelaide Principals 
Scholarship in 2019 to assist with her studies. 

We would like to thank the Senior School Team of: Fran Charlton, 
Julie Mohtasham, Oksana Kaczmarsky, Sam Eliades, Brian Stratfold, 
Kass Holmes, Aneleise Truman and Sarah Johnson for their work in 
organising this event.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the Aberfoyle Park High School staff who came and supported this event including the year 12 Care 
Group teachers. 

If you would like to order photos please use the below link: 

Web: www.eventphoto.com.au 
Password: aberfoyle  
  

DUX Of The School Award 2018 - Mia 

http://www.eventphoto.com.au/
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CONCOPHILIPS SCIENCE EXPERIENCE 
Jarrod Chave, Assistant Principal STEM and Innovative Futures 

Congratulations to Ashwin (101) and Natasja (901) who have been successful with their application to attend the 
Concophilips Science Experience at the University of Adelaide from 10 to 12 December. They will attend the 
University of Adelaide for three days of interactive and engaging Science and STEM activities including workshops 
in the laboratories, thought-provoking lectures by academic staff as well as a fun activities such as quizzes and 
competitions.  

 

 

 

 

 
FIJI EXPEDITION 2021 
Jarrod Chave, Assistant Principal STEM and Innovative Futures 

After the huge success of our Fiji expedition in 2019, we would like to offer this opportunity once again in 2021. We 
will be hosting an information session on 2 March 2020 for all interested parents and students to find out more 
about this amazing opportunity of a lifetime! See advertisement for information. Feel free to contact me at 
Jarrod.Chave@aphs.sa.edu.au if you’d like to find out more. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Jarrod.Chave@aphs.sa.edu.au
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SPACE TOUR 
Jarrod Chave, Assistant Principal STEM and Innovative Futures 
 
We farewell and wish safe travels to Scarlett (301) and Daniel (1008) who embarked on the two week “G’Day Space” 
tour of the USA on 3 December along with students from Marryatville, Norwood-Morialta, Seaton and Mt Barker 
High Schools. 

This tour will take them to the various Space centres in the US including the Kennedy Space Centre to provide 
learning in this area of STEM as well as insight into career opportunities. 

Have a great time Scarlett and Daniel and we all look forward to hearing about your experiences upon your return. 

 

 

 

 

  

ORIENTATION DAY (YEAR 8s IN 2020) 
Cassie Dickeson, Assistant Principal Middle School/8-12 Student Wellbeing 

On Thursday 5 December, 230 year 8 students visited our school for their Orientation Day.  Students from 
primary schools as far away as Warradale and Noarlunga joined those from our local schools to experience 
their first day at Aberfoyle Park High School. 

Students spent the day in their care groups for 2020, meeting their care group teachers and classmates.  They 
enjoyed lessons including Dance, Drama, Music, Food Technology, Science, Mathematics and Health and 
Physical Education.  Each class participated in icebreaker games led by older students in years 8 and 10, and 
each class had an informal photo taken to keep as a memento of the day and to assist in learning the names 
of new friends.  Lunch was a great opportunity to mingle and share stories with old friends from primary 
school, including those who have been Aberfoyle Park students in the last few years.  It was a packed program 
and students left at 3.00pm looking a little bit pooped!  

I would like to highlight the wonderful efforts of our Peer Leaders (current year 10 students) and year 8 
Ambassadors, all of whom have engaged in training with staff to work closely with visiting students and help 
them to feel at ease in their new school.  These young people prepared power point slides and activities to 
use with visiting students and were a credit to themselves and our school, and I thank them on behalf of the 
staff for their work. 

We are looking forward to welcoming the new Year 8s on the first day of school next year, when we will begin 
by gathering once more in care groups before joining the other year levels for a whole school assembly in the 
gym to mark the start of 2020. 
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  ETHICS OLYMPIAD  
Rebecca Smitran, Philosophy Club Coach 

Members of the APHS Philosophy Club recently competed against 30 other teams in the Middle School Ethics 
Olympiad hosted at Loreto College. Posed with eight challenging moral dilemmas, students were asked to 
critically consider a range of philosophical approaches in addressing these. 

The case study questions examined a range of concepts such as lying, friendship, personal privacy, animal rights 
and stealing.  

Well done to the following 2nd year IGNITE ‘ethletes’ for their outstanding efforts and achievement: 

• Andy  
• Annmary  
• Anuraag  
• Avery  
• Isobel  
• Marlene  
• Praise  
• Samon  
• Sophie  
• Zebin  

 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
Rebecca Smitran, English Coordinator  

APHS is proud to have a long-standing tradition of students taking part in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The 
challenge requires students to read 12 books between the beginning of the school year and early September.  

This year, we had 58 participants across the school and award categories were varied. Impressively, two students 
achieved the ‘Reader for Life 12’ award, which honours 12 consecutive years of participation. All participants will 
be presented their awards in the upcoming school assemblies.  

Congratulations to all involved and we look forward to seeing more students take up the challenge in 2020! 
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3RD YEAR IGNITE STUDENTS – IGNITION PROGRAM 
PEACE MACHINE PROJECT 
Rebecca Smitran and Kathryn Lamb, IGNITE leaders and Ignition teachers 

As part of the Stage 1 Integrated Learning course called Ignition, 3rd Year IGNITE students were tasked with the 
challenge to collaboratively create a machine that promotes peace. Students creatively interpreted the terms 
‘machine’ and ‘peace’, leading to a range of diverse and intriguing prototypes which were recently showcased 
to their peers and staff. 

Students used the design thinking process in their approach, which emphasises the importance of 
understanding your end user and their needs. As a result, the prototypes reflected students’ sense of empathy 
and critical thinking.  

Some of the prototypes included: 

 A mobile hygiene/support bus for those experiencing homelessness. 

 An interactive art piece that promotes intercultural understanding at APHS. 

 An app that connects neighbours and enables them to exchange tasks such as preparing a meal for 
installing a TV.  

 
We congratulate all 3rd year IGNITE students for their efforts and results in this project. 
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Laitsi is a 17 year old, year 11 Aberfoyle Park High School student who, prior to moving to Australia in 2016, lived 
in a refugee camp in Malawi for five years.  

Laitsi has always had an interest in music with his favourite genre being rap as he has more space to be creative 
with this. He taught himself to write rap music and turns to artists such as Asap Rocky and Tupac for inspiration. 
Tupac writes about real life stories and spreads positivity in society which is a huge interest for Laitsi too and he 
also loves to research about today’s issues in society and how he can spread positivity to all around him. His passion 
for rap also came from his childhood where he had friends who made music and one day ended up trying his own 
music pieces as a personal project. 

Laitsi favourite theme to write and create music about is of love, hate, and life. He doesn’t feel the need to use 
swear words in his music and chooses not to include them. He wants to make his music appropriate for all 
audiences. 

He has made an album with 10 singles which took him two weeks to create. His inspiration comes by listening to 
other songs and music and then getting many ideas to spike motivation.  

His family have been very supportive of his music interest.  Living with 10 siblings Laitsi always gets feedback from 
his family, giving him suggestions on how he can improve on his music. 

Recently he submitted his own music towards a competition looking for a local artist to share their talent. ABC 
Radio contacted Laitsi asking him to record an interview with them on their podcast where he performed his single 
“Gorgeous’. 

Laitsi has uploaded four audio recordings and three music videos on his YouTube channel. He created YouTube 
videos first on his IPad, where he started to look at the quality and how he could improve it for his next video. He 
then started working with another student from school and together they recorded two video clips on a camera. 
He recorded one video clip in the CBD of Adelaide and the rest around his local area of Aberfoyle Park. 

He regularly performs at locations in the city and in June this year performed at the Congolese Independence Day 
Charity Event. He recently performed in front of his cohort at the Aberfoyle Park Has Got Talent Show where he 
really engaged the audience with them wanting him to perform more songs. Nervous at the start, he built up his 
courage when he saw how much the students were enjoying his music and his performance.   

After year 12 finishes, Laitsi would like to obtain an Apprenticeship in Carpentry and to pursue his music career as 
a rap artist. His ultimate goal is to travel the world performing his music and meeting his biggest inspirations in the 
music world. 

  

MEET LAITSI 
Hayley Wiedermann, SACE Stage 1 Community Studies A Teacher 
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ARMISTICE DAY CEREMONY 
Raphael Zadey, HASS Coordinator 

On 11 November Aberfoyle Park High School staff, students 
and special guests gathered to commemorate the service and 
sacrifice of Australian soldiers in the Great War 1914-1918, 
over time coming to represent the service and sacrifice of all 
Australians in war. 

Armistice Day, also referred to as Remembrance Day, marks 
the day in 1918 when, at precisely 11.00am, the Allies and the 
Central Powers agreed to lay down their weapons, a 
precursor to the peace treaties that would subsequently be 
signed in Paris. Armistice Day is especially poignant for 
Australians as it marks the end of our first major military 
involvement, an experience that encompassed our first 
experience of loss on a major scale and, according to some, 
the fire in which our nation’s metal was tempered. 

School Captain Li Ann Ching and Vice-Captain Carson Gardiner 
were excellent in the roles of masters of ceremony, ensuring 
the smooth flow the morning’s events, while the polished 
performance of Mr Kammermann and his music students 
provided a professional touch to the ceremony. 

We especially appreciated the attendance and participation 
of Blackwood RSL representative Mr Tony Matthews, who 
gave a speech that allowed us all to reflect upon the 
significance of the day, and local member for Davenport Mr 
Steve Murray, who laid a wreath in our memorial garden. 

I would like to acknowledge the support and assistance of the 
HASS team in organising this year’s commemoration. 

Emma, Sarah & Ali Micah & Matt 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Hannah Lamb, Pastoral Care Worker 

On Wednesday 4 December we held our last Big Breakfast for the year.  Student volunteers and a volunteer from 
Seeds Uniting Church served eggs with fruit and milo. I would like to thank Seeds Uniting Church for supporting the 
Breakfast Club this year, as well as the students who helped throughout 2019.    Breakfast Club will continue in 
2020. 
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On Thursday 31 October the senior Art 
students shared their final practical 
works with family and friends in 
exhibition. 

The exhibition was held in the APHS 
conference room. Students had been 
responsible for curation of the exhibition 
and display of their works. 

The exhibition was well attended and 
community members commented on the 
quality of work and enthusiasm of our 
students to discuss their learning. 

The Arts faculty would like to thank 
Fran Charlton for officially opening the 
event.  

Congratulations to all the students 
involved and well done on a year of hard 
work. 

SENIOR ART EXHIBITION 
Aimee Sweet, Art Teacher 

Congratulations to Liam (year 10) who had 
work selected for the Finalist Exhibition of 
the Fringe 2020 Poster Competition. 

FRINGE 2020 POSTER 
Aimee Sweet, Art Teacher 
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SENIOR SCHOOL WELLBEING PROGRAM 
Aneleise Truman and Hayley Wiedermann 

The last week of term 3 saw the Wellbeing Group participate 
in a milkshake activity with students choosing between 
chocolate, caramel and strawberry milkshakes.  They enjoyed 
spending time together during this lunch time activity and, 
with staff also invited, it was a great way to encourage 
informal conversations and relationship building. 

This term, two wellbeing activities were run for Senior School 
students. Boxing class was first up where students were led in 
a fitness boxing routine by our very own Hayley Wiedermann. 
The second session was a lunchtime yoga session, where a 
local qualified yoga instructor came to the school and ran an 
introductory yoga session for students. We would like to thank 
Alice Hanney from Strong Bodies by Alice for guiding us 
through yoga poses. Alice is a local fitness instructor who runs 
classes in the Flagstaff Hill area. You can visit her website 
www.strongbodiesbyalice.com.au to find out more 
information. 

We would like to thank all the students who got involved in 
the Wellbeing Programs this year. We hope to continue to 
improve and grow the Wellbeing Programs for 2020.  

MATERIALS & SERVICES CHARGE 2020 
Lee Pope, Business Leader 

The Materials & Services Charge enables our school to provide additional resources and services to 
further enrich the learning experience for our students. I am pleased to announce that, after a successful 
Poll of parents/caregivers, the Materials & Services Charge for 2020 will be $440 (plus subject specific 
charges). We thank you for your continued support in enabling the school to offer the best possible 
education and support for our students. 

http://www.strongbodiesbyalice.com.au/
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CAN’T STOP THE BEAT – SEMESTER 2 DANCE SHOWCASE 
Shauna Thompson & Hayley Simmons 

On the evening of Tuesday, 19 November, students presented their semester 2 dance works at a packed Domain 
Theatre at the Marion Cultural Centre. On display was a cacophony of colour, light and sound presented by vibrant 
and engaged students. Two dance films were presented - Vossi Bop, a SACE Stage 2 choreographic piece by Ajit 
Karthikeyan, and Our Very Existence, a Peace Rules entry pleading for action on climate change. As well as 
curriculum dance items, the APHS inaugural dance troupe presented their competition pieces, there were student 
choreographed solos and duos and there was a performance by the year 8 Dance Club. A huge variety of dance 
styles were on display, demonstrating the breadth and depth of student capabilities in the dance program at 
APHS. 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TRAINING 
COMMERCIAL COOKERY APPRENTICESHIP 
Kass Holmes, VET Coordinator 

Students at APHS can do Certificate I Hospitality in year 10 which is completed 
at school. After this course students have the opportunity to continue with 
either learning to become a cook or chef, or to learn about the front of house 
operations.  

Two APHS students both began at Wirreanda in their Certificate II Kitchen 
Operations course, where they have worked at the Hilton Hotel for placement. 
Both students then went on to do other work experience out in the industry. 
Rychelle was offered a School Based Apprenticeship by the restaurant and 
now work four shifts a week and will complete the Certificate III in Commercial 
Cookery.  

Darcy successful applied for a Flexible Apprenticeship with the Adelaide 
Institute of Hospitality where he was then offered an interview with a city 
hotel for which he was successful.  He will work at the hotel where he will 
undertake shifts in the kitchen and also complete the Certificate III 
Commercial Cookery. The Flexible Apprenticeship allows students to work as 
many days needed and study to complete SACE.  

Both students are combining their schooling and completing SACE with 
working and the Commercial Cookery course. For both students, their 
ultimate goal is to become a chef, which is possible in the very near future. 

MELBOURNE CUP LUNCH 
Samantha Eliades, Year 10 Leader 

I would like to congratulate the students who catered for the 
Melbourne Cup lunch at the Aberfoyle Park Community 
Centre. They prepared and cooked a three-course meal 
consisting of wonton salad cups, grilled chicken with roast 
potatoes, steamed vegetables and a white wine sauce, and a 
deconstructed lemon meringue for dessert. The function 
included 40 guests, who were very satisfied with their food 
with the dessert being a particular highlight of the day. 
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ULTIMATE FRISBEE ZONE COMPETITION 
Craig Ottaway, Health & Physical Education Leader 

In week 4 Aberfoyle Park High School entered two teams into the combined year 8-10 Southern Zone Ultimate 
Frisbee Competition at Springbank Secondary College. After a skills session and grading matches provided by 
Ultimate SA, our teams were placed in divisions 2 and 3. Our division 3 team of Year 8/9 students performed to 
their best ability and represented the school proudly with their efforts and sportsmanship, while our division 2 
team consisting mainly of year 10 students won the division 2 competition going through undefeated! All students 
enjoyed the day and demonstrated our school values of respect, care and compassion, and honesty. 
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 3v3 BASKETBALL COMPETITION 
Jessica Searle, Teacher 

 On 11 November, 20 year 8-10 students travelled to Morphett Vale Stadium to play in the Southern 
Vales/Fleurieu Zone 3v3 Basketball Competition. It was a fantastic day out with each team showing 
real determination and grit.  

Our three year 8/9 boys teams fell short in the finals however their efforts did not go unnoticed with 
countless blocks, goals from the three-point line and even a buzzer beater. It was clear that they were out in force. 
Our year 10 boys team helped lead by example by showing great poise and sportsmanship in each of their games. 
Our year 9 girls team also showed true teamwork skills and perseverance whilst improving their skills and tactics 
throughout the day.  

The students' positivity and behaviour was faultless and they modelled the school values with pride. Go Aberfoyle! 
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM AT ABERFOYLE PARK HIGH SCHOOL 
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

Aberfoyle Park High School has International students who commence programs at various times throughout the 
year through International Education Services (IES). These include: 

 High School Study Abroad Program, which varies from three weeks to a whole year 
 High School Graduate Program, either completing years 8-12 or completing year 11 and 12 and obtain their 

SACE 
 Study tours, students from schools in Japan visit for approx. two weeks taking part in regular classes and 

excursions 

As we head towards the end of a very busy school year we look forward to 13 new students commencing their 
programs in Term 1.  

We wish the best to our students who have completed their programs in 2019 and for their future studies. 

We would also like to acknowledge Xandra Glare 
Carino who has completed SACE and graduated from 
Aberfoyle Park High School this year. Xandra won the 
International Student of the Year Award which  
acknowledges an International student who has been 
part of the APHS community and demonstrated 
consistent effort in studies and school activities. XG 
has been a beacon of positivity this year, 
demonstrating our school values of Respect, Care & 
Compassion, and Honesty. This year has seen XG take 
on the role of leader within the Photography Club. 
Through her hard work and determination, we have 
seen the Photography Club grow in numbers and 
involve students all the way from year 8 to year 12. 
She has been a key player in creating a safe, 
encouraging environment where students have developed their creativity and photography skills. XG has organised 
outstanding support for APHS school events, capturing our most exciting moments but has also connected the 
school with local community groups such as the Onkaparinga Library and The Salvos.  We would like to thank XG 
for her service to our school community and wish her all the best for the future. 

Host Families for Study Tours 
We are always looking for new host families from our community who are happy to open their home and share 
cultures with a Japanese high school student in 2020. Study Tours are usually for two weeks and during July/August. 
During this time they will experience Australian school and family life and participate in excursions. 

For the duration of their visit the students stay with accredited host families which are organised through the 
school. The students are usually between 15 and 17 years of age. 

Here is a testimonial from a Homestay family: 

‘We have been hosting international students for the past three years and it has been an amazing experience for 
everyone in the family. We found that hosting has brought us together as a family and we feel our family has 
grown substantially with members all over the world. For anyone thinking of hosting we say “Give it a go”, you 
will not regret it. It is such a wonderful experience and it will enrich your lives’.      The Siemensma family. 

Host families receive a reimbursement of approximately $250 a week to cover out of pocket expenses. 

If you would like to host a Japanese student and would like more information on how to apply to become an 
accredited host family for 2020 please contact Sarah Johnson, International Secretary on 8270 4455 (select 
option  3) or sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au. 

  

mailto:sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au
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2019 DEBATING SA COMPETITION 
Vanda Farrall, Teacher – Librarian 

Again this year, teams from Aberfoyle Park High School participated in the 2019 Debating SA Competition.  

Debating SA is a not-for-profit Association that conducts an Interschool Debating Competition within South 
Australia, involving more than 200 State and Independent schools, and is proud to acknowledge His Excellency, The 
Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South Australia, as its Patron. 

This year, 18 enthusiastic and articulate students enrolled to form 2 Teams at year 8 Level, a 
year 9 Team and a Senior Team. Each team committed to preparing and delivering insightful 
and well-structured arguments in up to 8 Rounds of challenging Interschool debates, over 
terms 2 and 3.  

These hardworking and dedicated teams and coaches put in many hours of their own time to 
prepare complex responses to a range of challenging social issues. It is a testimony to the talent 
and hard work of our students that they received 7 Best Speaker Awards out of 13 Rounds 
debated.  

In particular, we congratulate the year 9 Team, who conducted a stellar campaign winning 5 out of 5 of their 
qualifying debates, and only losing by a single point in the ‘sudden death’ quarter final debate.  
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Access4u is a disability service provider in South Australia, which is a not-for-profit, non-government 
organisation, providing community-based services to vulnerable people through the Australian Government 
National Disability Insurance Scheme. 

Access4u exists primarily to help people with a disability and their families to navigate the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme, optimising their plans and activating effective supports. 

If you would like to consider planning any supports for 2020, we would be happy to assist.  

Access4u can offer the following supports to our school community, free of charge: 

 Parent NDIS Information Session; 

 Teacher NDIS Information Session; and  

 Individual support to families, facilitated through a drop-in service or by appointment. 

To meet with our staff and discuss the above options, please make contact with Jo Connolly 
Joanna.connolly@access4u.org.au or 0427 349 036. 

 

mailto:Joanna.connolly@access4u.org.au
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	iPads and Laptops at APHS – Bring Your Own Device Requirements
	We have had a very successful iPad program at APHS for the last six years. This program continues into 2020 for our new year 8’s.
	All year 8 students and new students to the school in years 9 and 10 are expected to have an iPad ready for day 1 of school 2020. Year 8–10 students may choose to bring an Apple MacBook instead of an iPad as laptops are a better option once students m...
	iPad Specifications:
	Students will need a model with a minimum of 32GB storage and a 128GB model is recommended. We also recommend the newest version of the iPad, however, if your child already has an iPad, minimum 32GB with photo/video capability, this will be more than ...
	Continuing in 2020, Senior School students in years 11 and 12 are be required to bring their own laptop to school. An iPad can be used right through to year 12 however many students find that a laptop becomes a better option once they move into Senior...
	Note: if students already have a laptop they do not need to purchase another device, however if you are considering buying a new machine we provide the following specifications to ensure that students have a device that is suitable for use at school.

	Senior School Specifications
	The minimum required specification for longevity would be a laptop with:
	Please contact our IT team with any queries at helpdesk@aphs.sa.edu.au


	3rd Year IGNITE Students – Ignition Program
	Peace Machine Project

